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NECROLOGY. 



Thomas Eiley McGahan, a member of the South Caro- 
lina Historical Society, died at his residence, IS"©. 21 King 
Street, in the city of Charleston on Tuesday afternoon, Sep- 
tember 26, 1905, at 3.45 o'clock. He was born in Madison, 
Georgia, April 19, 1825, his parents being James McGahan 
and Eleanor Eiley McGahan, both of whom came to this 
country from Ireland. He received his education in the 
schools of Madison, which at that time was one of the most 
flourishing towns in Middle Georgia. His father died in 1837 
and young McGahan went to Fayette County, Georgia, 
where he engaged in the mercantile business and remained 
until 1849. In that year the "gold fever" struck the coun- 
try and Mr. McGahan was one of the "forty-niners" who 
went to California in search of gold. He went to New Or- 
leans, from there across the Isthmus of Panama, and thence 
to San Francisco aboard a sailing vessel. He remained in 
California for eighteen months, when his health failed and 
he was advised to go East. He returned to his home in 
Georgia, where he slowly recovered from the strain to which 
his system had been subjected while enduring countless hard- 
ships in the rugged West. After staying a short while at 
his home in Madison County he went to Atlanta and became 
connected with a dry goods house. He remained in Atlanta 
until February, 1853, when he came to Charleston and se- 
cured employment with the clothing house of Samuel C. 
Dunn & Co. He afterwards became connected with the 
house of Eankin, Pulliam & Co. and remained with that 
establishment until the owners decided to move to New York. 
He then secured employment as a salesman with the firm of 
Hyatt, McBurney & Company, and later became a member 
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of the firm. He remained with this concern until the State's 
Rights War broli:e out. He enlisted in the Calhoun Guards. 
On account of ill-health he was forced to leave this command 
and then became a blockade runner. He was on the Oecille 
when she sank and was on the Confederate cruiser i'l)a; when 
she ran into Galveston in broad daylight through the Fed- 
eral blockade. 

After the war Mr. McGahan returned to Charleston and 
became connected with the firm of Edwin Bates & Co. In 
1884 the firm's name was changed to McGahan, Bates & Co. 
Later the name was changed to McGahan, Brown & Evans, 
and later the name was again changed to T. R. McGahan 
& Co. In 1900 Mr. McGahan sold out to the Johnson- 
Crews Co. 

At the time of his death Mr. McGahan was the president 
of the Exchange Banking and Trust Company, a director 
of the Hibernia Trust and Savings Bank, vice-president oF 
the Drake-Inness-Green Shoe Company and vice-president 
of the Standard Hat Company. 

He had been Chairman of the Board of Health for thirty- 
three years. He was an ex-president of the Hibernian So- 
ciety, ex-president of the Chamber of Commerce, in which 
capacity he served about twenty-three years. At one time 
he was a member of the Board of Harbor Commissioners. 

He was one of the originators of the Drainage Cojnmis- 
sion movement and brought all of his influence to bear in 
getting the bills through the Legislature. He was also as- 
sociated with Dr. Lawrence, founder of the Isle of Palms. 

He is survived by three children. Dr. Charles F. McGahan, 
of Aiken, S. C, and Bethlehem, N". H.; Mrs. Robert A. 
Smythe, of Charleston, and Miss Emma McGahan, of 
Charleston. 



